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Milfoil Control Demonstration Project is Approved!

By Dick Osgood, LMA Executive Director

The Lake Minnetonka Conservation
District has approved proceeding with
the chemical control of milfoil in three
demonstration areas in 2006. This
step follows earlier work to provide
relief of milfoil nuisances using new
methods. The LMA has been, and will continue
to be, a partner in this project.

The objectives of the demonstration
projects include:

e Demonstrate the effectiveness of
herbicides to control milfoil in
Lake Minnetonka.

e Evaluate and compare the effec-
tiveness of herbicide treatments
when used in large areas.

e Determine the feasibility of using herbicides
to supplement the LMCD?’s harvesting program.

e Determine the level of public support for
future large-scale herbicide treatments to
control milfoil.

Three sites have been selected for inclusion in the
demonstration project. The sites have a history of
heavy milfoil growth. The three sites are:

® Phelps Bay, west side — 6.3 acres to be treated
with triclopyr.

e Carmens Bay, northwest side — 13.2 acres to be
treated with 2,4-D and endothall.

e Grays Bay, east side — 11.3 acres to be treated
with 2,4-D.

The demonstration sites are all 150-feet from the
lakeshore, which is considered the public area of
the lake. Adjacent lakeshore owners will be noti-
fied and given the opportunity to ‘opt in’ to the
program. While final details of adjacent lakeshore
owners’ participation have not yet been worked
out, it is anticipated they will be given the oppor-
tunity to participate by having their
lakeshore areas treated at the same
time as the demonstration areas. A
fee, also to be determined, will like-
ly be prorated on the basis of the
area treated.

The herbicides being used have been
demonstrated to have season-long
(or longer) control of milfoil, have
minimal impacts on native plants
(good plants) and are safe.

The demonstration project is also designed as a
‘public-private’ partnership, with the LMCD as
the public partner and the LMA and our members
as the private partners. The LMA supports this
project and will act as the coordinator on behalf
of participating lakeshore owners. We encourage
adjacent property owners to participate in the
treatments and encourage all members to con-
tribute financial support to assure the project’s
success as well as to promote the future control of
milfoil in Lake Minnetonka.

We are also encouraged that this project is the
result of earlier advocacy by the LMA and others
and we believe Lake Minnetonka will be seen as a
model for comprehensive milfoil control.
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Minnesota Waters

The Minnesota Lakes Association and
the Rivers Council of Minnesota have
merged to become Minnesota Waters as
of January 1, 2006. The merger creates a
stronger advocacy voice for the protec-
tion of lakes, rivers and all water
resources in Minnesota. The LMA had
been a member of MLA and will remain
a member of MN Waters. Dick Osgood,
LMA Executive Director, has been elected
as Secretary of the MN Waters Board.

SolarBees in
Stubb’s Bay

You may have noticed five strange-look-
ing units in Stubb’s Bay this past summer.
These are called SolarBees which are
solar-powered water circulators. These
units have been used in western US reser-
voirs and are now being tested by the
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District.
The District rented the five units in 2005
to test whether they could reduce nui-
sance algae in Stubb’s Bay. The units are
designed to take water from about 7 or
8-feet below the surface and pump it out
along the surface as a way to keep buoy-
ant algae from accumulating on the lake
surface.

While the final results have not been
reported, it appears there was little
improvement in water quality. The
Watershed District and the manufacturer
have agreed to testing again this coming
summer, using one or two additional
units. The District hopes short-term
water quality improvements can occur,
while longer-term management efforts are
being implemented.
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Your Membership
Makes LMA Strong

The LMA has recently completed our
database update, which allows us to
reach every Lake Minnetonka lakeshore
owner. Many of you receiving this
newsletter are not yet members of the
LMA. We count on full participation so
we can continue to act as your advocate
for critical issues facing Lake

Minnetonka. If you have not become a
member, please do so today.

LMA Board Elects
New Officers

The LMA Board has elected Mike
Mason as Board President. Also elected
were Amanda Walsh as Vice President
and Mike Bosanko as Secretary. Gedney
Tuttle continues as LMA Treasurer.

“From The Helm?”

by Mike Mason, LMA Board President

This is an exciting time for the LMA. I am pleased to serve [
as the LMA President and look forward to confronting the

Mike Mason

challenges facing the protection of our beautiful lake.

This newsletter is filled with informative articles about critical lake issues.
Most impressive to me, however, is the increasing breadth of the LMA’s
influence and increasing import of the LMA’s advocacy role. The LMA
serves as the voice of lakeshore owners. This critical role is a luxury,
because we have no legal or regulatory authorities; however, we have the
responsibility of performing this job in a credible and constructive manner.
I believe we have struck this balance and have had an important role in
catalyzing positive action on behalf of lakeshore owners’ concerns.

We will need to keep up, indeed expand, our watchdog efforts in 2006.

Your contributions have fueled this impressive track record. We have
updated our database and are now asking all lakeshore owners to support
our efforts. Most of you reading this newsletter have not yet become mem-
bers. Please take a minute to support the LMA by send a check.

On another note, I am please to announce that The North American Lake
Management Society has recognized Osgood Consulting as “Outstanding
Corporation.” The citation from NALMS reads, in part:

“Osgood Consulting is a small company dedicated to
environmentally sound lake management, protection, and
restoration. Facilitation, mediation, and guidance services to
lake management associations, in addition to actual restoration
projects, serve to support sound lake management.”

As we know, Dick Osgood, owner of Osgood Consulting, serves as
Executive Director of the LMA as a contract position. Osgood
also performs consulting services for other individuals and organizations

around the country.

Thank you and have a great year.

g

Mike Mason
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SUPPORT THE LMA - JOIN TODAY!

Thank you to LMA members who have joined or renewed their membership. Your dues help support
the important work of the LMA. WE NEED MORE LAKESHORE OWNERS AS MEMBERS. Without a solid
base of support, the LMA cannot continue to provide a voice for the betterment of our beautiful lake.

THANK YOU, Marshall & Shirley Besikof Norman & Elaine Larson Bradley Skramstad UP TO $100
CONTRIBUTORS SINCE ~ Rhonda & Edward Bittner Tom & Mary Lauer Leo & Diane Slechta John & Sandy Carr
LAST LMA NEWSLETTER! Paul Gerlach & Suzanne Blackburn ~ Donald & Joann Leavenworth Bud & Karen Stannard Julia Halberg & Mark Chatterton
COMMODORE ($1000+) James & Lynn Blakeway Morris G. Levy, Jr. Donald F. Swanson Greg & Lori McMillan
— Lisa A Bock Everett & Brenda Lindgren Donald & Susan Swanson Mike & Kathy Molitor
Bob &’Lon Boisclair Mike & Sally Bosanko Christine Lindstrom Donald F. Swanson Frank Precopio
Morrie’s Mazda Tom & Sharon Bozlinski George & Janet Linkert Thomas & Jeanne Sween Cal & Lori Wright
Tom & Tina Verburgt Jim Burdick Duane & Marian Little Doug & Ann Sweet
Robert Burgess ) Al Luehmann Bob &hBarb Sykora
CAPTAIN ($500 - $999) Tom & Barb Burke David & Ann Maass Tim Thoele
Edward & Sherry Ann Dayton William Byars Mike & Linda Maki Gedney & Emily Anne Tuttle LMA BUSINESS MEMBERS
Ronald & Sandy Haberkorn Ron Caldwell Ron & Dorothy Maki Jim & Sharon Walker Please support the following
Russell & Stephanie Campbell Judy Manuel Tom & Barbara Warner lliaaiian Besiaasqas ot @ati o
Pat Carlson Bill Mason Paul & Belen Washa .
SUSTAINING ($200 - $499) Gerald & Patt Cavanaugh Timothy McCarthy Dave & Patti Wessner fo the LMA,'
Winston & Barbara Adams Julia Halberg & Mark Chatterton Richard McConnell Mr. & Mrs. Warde Wheaton Al & Alma’s Supper Club
Dean M Akins Judith & Richard Corson Phil & Peggy McLaughlin David & Kaye Willette Alsstatt Financial Strategies, Inc
Richard & Terri Bowman David E Cross Jim & Linda Meffert Evan Williams Carish, Inc.
Tim & Holly Cashin Mary Lou Dasburg James & Laura Miles William Winter Coldwell Banker Burnet
David Chizek Dolores Du Toit Craig & Bev Miller Angus Wurtele The Danberry Co.
Mary Burns & Dale R Christensen ~ Don & Donna Easthouse Tom & Kathy Miller James & Betty Wyman Doug Dzurik Construction, Inc
Frederick Chute Genevieve Eggen John Miller Lowell & Norma Zitloff Edina Realty-Wayzata
Cheryl & John Dale Ed & Bonnie Engler John Minahan David & Judy Zoschke Excel Boat Club
gom 8]6 Michelle Frahm Bill & Karen Erickson Mike & Kathy Molitor g::egggi?hi?zgm
oug Jones ohn Folin Kate Pyzdr & Tom Nelson
Greg & Lori McMillan }anet Gierman Richar}é & Jane Noland w Joel Hentges, Realtor
Ray & Nylene Newkirk Chip & Nancy Glaser A. Marine & C. Nuese-Marine ﬁ & Alma's Spplper Club Howards Point Marine
Gary & Susan Rappaport Stanley & Luella Goldberg Carol & Bruce Olson tstatt Financial Strategies, Inc Dan Johnson,
Sonja Hutchinson & Rick Rohrer John & Jan Gray Kenneth & Kathleen Olson Carish, Inc. . Coldwell Banker Burnett
Roger & Carol Rovick Jean Gray Paul & Marthann Olson Doug Dzurik Construction, Inc Lake Restoration, Inc.
Donald & MaryAnne Ryks Mark Gruss Bill & Rhonda Omlie Lindbo Landing Marina Lindbo Lgndmg Marina
Bob & Sally Schneider Scott Hanson Alan & Maxine Opheim Marine Max Light Pros Inc.
Yale Smiley Ralph Hatch Dave & Kay Owen James Nystrom Marine Max
Tom & Tina Verburgt Teri Haugland George C. Owen Osgood Consulting Maynard’s Restaurant
Lance Wallin James & Jean Haverstock David & Karen Peterson Candi Stabeck, Realtor James Nystrom
Jay & Sharon Wein Bud & Carol Hayden Thomas Petters Viking Mortgage Corp. Osgood Consulting
Bob & Nan Woodburn Louise Heffelfinger Molly & Ron Poole Paradise Charter Cruises
Kurt Woodhouse Dorothea Helmen Donna & Cleo Powers THANK YOU, Prairie Restorations Inc.
Gary & Vicki Wyard John Hey Dick & Nancy Rademacher CONTRIBUTORS Bob & Mary Ritter, Realtors
William Hickey Carol Radunz TO THE EXOTIC Rockvam Boat Yards
BASIC (UP TO $199) Theo Holsten Dick & Jill Ragatz SPECIES FUND! Sawhorse Designers & Builders
Frak 8¢ Andrea s Jimniz G Hol Jim ¢ Caby Robi S100TO$49 on Stodos Vel il
Robert Amis Meredith & Richard Howell Arthur Rossberg — gon S%Odl()la (‘EVCH Drilling go-s Inc.
Th & Inerid And Holli & Michael Johander Mimi & David Sanders Tom & Michelle Frahm &e lepllor (USRI U,
}? mas e fngrl i nderson Bruce & Carolyn Johnson Hans & JoAnn Schaub Larry & Sharon Gehl Viking Mortgage Corp.
John & Patty Bailey q Bill & Carly Kimber Jim & Char Schmuch Lousse Heffelfinger Wells Fargo Lake Minnetonka
geﬂlafg;“](& MaryJane Barnar Steve & Deb Kind Boyd & Karen Schreiber Holli & Michael Johander Half Marathon
]011\;6 Benzifrt arry Gary Vogel & Kathleen Kolbeck Ken & Katie Searl Eoﬁn N?C Mari Lowe Wheelock Whitney
Carl & Elizabeth Bergquist Grenaviere & Carrell Kucera Clinton & Lois Shaw il Mason
P e e e e e e T e e e ————————————————————————— ——

JOIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY! We appreciate new or renewing members using this form-thanks!
Please complete this form and mail it with your tax-deductible contribution to the Lake Minnetonka Association, P.O. Box 248,

Excelsior, MIN 55331. Make your check payable to the “LMA.” Thanks!

Name(s):

E-mail:

Address:

Phone:

1. | want to support the LMA at the following membership level:

0O Basic $50 - $199

O Sustaining $200 - $499

2. | want to support the “LMA Exotic Species Fund”

3. Other or Additional

The LMA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1 City, State, Zip:
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
L

O Captain $500 - $999

0 Commodore $1000+

O Business $250
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Treating Aquatic Plants Along Your Lakeshore

by Dick Osgood, LMA Executive Director

Many lakeshore
owners have
received a letter
from ‘Minnesotans
for Healthy Lakes’
notifying you of
changes to the
DNR’s permit
process for chemi-
cally treating nui-
sance plants. The
LMA, working
through the
Minnesota Lakes
Association (now Minnesota Waters) has been part of the
DNR’s review process, and I have represented MLA and
LMA throughout that process.

The LMA does not share
the views and concerns of

Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes.

The proposed rule changes
are basically silent on the need
for and value of controlling

non-native plants.

While the DNR’s review process has been long and, at
times frustrating, the LMA does not share the views and
concerns of Minnesotans for Healthy Lakes. Many
lakeshore owners on Lake Minnetonka treat the nuisance
plants, or weeds, each season. The DNR requires a permit
for this when using chemical herbicides, and their rules
are intended to provide for recreation and access while at
the same time protecting the lake. The proposed changes
would, in many cases, reduce the amount of lakeshore

that could be treated. The LMA supports this change,
especially with respect to protecting native plants, which
are important for a healthy lake.

The LMA also supports more aggressive management

of non-native plants, like Eurasian watermilfoil, which
harm lakes. The proposed rule changes do provide for more
aggressive management of non-native plants, but they could
(and should) go farther in this regard. Specifically,

the DNR will require the preparation of a ‘Lake Vegetation
Management Plan’ or LVMP to provide a credible

context for the management of non-native plants. The
LMA supports the LVMP process because it is sound
management. However, the proposed rule changes are
basically silent on the need for and value of controlling
non-native plants. Non-native plants, like Eurasian
watermilfoil, harm lake ecosystems and therefore there
ought to be a greater imperative for preventing and
controlling these plants to protect lakes.

The LMA will continue to follow and participate in this
process. We hope Lake Minnetonka lakeshore owners
will support the LMA through your membership and
contributions to the Exotic Species Fund, so we can
continue to be your advocate and support milfoil control
efforts such as the demonstration project, described in
the front-page article.

THE MISSION
OF THE LMA

The Lake Minnetonka Association, through
volunteers, lakeshore owners and the
Lake Minnetonka community, works to promote lake
preservation and the reasonable use of
Lake Minnetonka.

Serving as an information resource and advocate
for the lakeshore owners, the Lake Minnetonka
Association focuses on the areas of lake preservation
and protection that are appropriate for
the entire lake community.

Also, the Lake Minnetonka Association promotes
social interaction among members through
association events. By forming a lasting relationship
with members of the lake community,
the LMA creates a kinship of lakeshore owners involved
in the protection of Lake Minnetonka.

ON THE LAKE
ACCEPTS ADVERTISING

The LMA newsletter, On the Lake, accepts
advertising. For advertising rates and policies,
contact the LMA at (952) 470-4449.

LA RINE,
¥/ 74 - Max

DELIVERING THE BOATING DREAM

Minnesota’s exclusive Sea Ray Dealer

www.marinemax.com
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LMCD Enacts Changes to Winter Regulations

By Tom Skramstad, LMCD chair

De-icing

Last winter, the LMCD approved thirty de-icing permits.

A de-icing permit allows a property owner to protect their dock
investment by installing a pump that circulates water around the
dock, preventing the water from freezing and damaging the
dock. Twenty-nine of the thirty permits were for “permanent”
docks, in which a portion of the dock is constructed with large
wooden posts driven into place by mechanical equipment. In the
interest of public safety, the LMCD has made changes to its
regulations, as follows:

* An “authorized de-icing area” has been defined for each
permitted site. All open water, weakened ice, and a
required four foot high fence must be contained within
this area. All ice outside of this area must be safe for the
public to use.

e Applicants must have appropriate liability insurance.

e No new de-icing permits will be granted for
residential sites.

The LMCD will continue to process de-icing applications, col-
lect application fees, and conduct inspections to ensure compli-
ance. Complete details on this regulation can be found on the
LMCD Website (www.Imcd.org) in Section 2.09.

Speed Limits

The LMCD has simplified the “rules of the road” in the winter
by reducing the number of daytime “speed zones” from three
to two. The new regulations state:

e There is a “shore zone” which extends from the
shoreline to 150 feet from shore. Motorized traffic
using this zone shall be limited to 15 MPH (no
change).

¢ OQutside of the shore zone, the speed limit is
50 MPH during the day and 30 MPH during the
night (revised).

e No motorized vehicle may be operated at a speed in
excess of 15 miles per hour within 150 feet of any
person fishing, any fish house, pedestrian, skating
rink, sliding area, or any other area that would
endanger people or property (no change).

Complete details on this regulation can be found on the LMCD
Website in Section 3.11, Subd. 3 and Subd. 5. New signs that
include a summary of this ordinance are being created and will
be posted at most public access sites in January. Enforcement of
the LMCD?s speed limit regulations is done by the Hennepin
County Sheriff’s Water Patrol.

LMA Supports the LMCD Recommendation
on the Lake Virginia Access

The Metropolitan Council will be reconstructing a sanitary
sewer line under Smithtown Road, which will necessitate the
reconstruction of the culvert between Lake Virginia and
Smithtown Bay.

The Metropolitan Council has offered several options for the
culvert size, one of which may allow navigation between Lake
Virginia and Smithtown Bay. Many Lake Virginia lakeshore
owners want this navigable connection. However, the water

levels in the culvert will be insufficient to allow navigation by
anything but canoes most of the time.

The LMCD recently supported culvert option ‘B,” because it
would not allow traffic between the two lakes, which the
LMCD feels creates safety concerns. The LMA has a standing
policy in opposition to adding new shoreline areas to

the lake because of boat traffic, so we support the LMCD’s
recommendation.

)

~—

LAKE MINNETONKA

THE LMA NEEDS YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

As you can see from the articles in this newsletter, Lake Minnetonka is facing several critical chal-
lenges that require strong advocacy and timely actions. The LMA is able to confront these issues in a
positive, effective manner, but we need your financial support. Your support will allow the LMA to:

o Continue and increase our advocacy on bebalf of lakeshore owners.

o Work with agencies, elected representatives and municipalities to coordinate and facilitate action.

® Provide financial support for inspection programs and milfoil demonstrations which will result in
assured protection and better management of the lake.

These activities, to be meaningful and effective, are expensive. LMA members have ‘stepped up’ in the
past to challenges like this. It is time to show your support again. Thanks.
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Z.cbra Mussels — GET READY

Zebra mussels are not in Lake Minnetonka — yet. The LMA
has called for inspections of all boats entering our lake as the
minimum step needed to prevent zebra mussels from getting
into Lake Minnetonka. We know there are significant legal,
financial and logistical hurdles, but there is no other known
way to keep zebra mussels out, and once in a lake there is no
remedy!

At this time, the agencies who must facilitate the inspections
have not removed these hurdles. This is frustrating, to say the
least, because many of these same agencies are charged with
protecting our lakes.

The LMCD has indicated they are not of the view that a zebra
mussel infestation is inevitable, which consistent with the
inspection program they have funded the past several years.
However, a zebra mussel introduction is now highly likely and
more aggressive and comprehensive measures are required. We
know it is impractical to have inspections at all accesses — pub-
lic and private — at all times, thus we have advocated closing
some accesses to facilitate the inspections as well as charging
fees to pay for this program.

The LMCD and the LMA will be exploring these options with
the MN DNR in the hope of having a credible prevention pro-
gram in place this coming boating season. However, if such a

program cannot or will not be implemented, Lake Minnetonka
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lakeshore owners should be prepared for a zebra mussel infesta-
tion. About all lakeshore owners can do to protect your docks,
boats and other property is to make sure you boat is lifted
entirely out of the water when not in use. Any other measures
are stop-gaps and maintenance.

Zebra mussels are moving rapidly into lakes, so get ready.
Unless or until comprehensive inspections take place — which
we consider the only rational and credible protection measure
— our only other option is to sit back and wait.

"TONKA IN THE TWENTIES...
o

Submitted by Paul Crowe, Dassel, MN. Friends of Paul's Great Aunt

Bridget (Crowe) Olson on Lake Minnetonka in the 1920s
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